140              Chancellor of the German Reich
About a week after the election battle. Hitler met General
Schleicher at manoeuvres. The two men greeted each other
cordially, and Hitler proposed another meeting on neutral
ground. At this encounter Hitler explained to the Reichs-
wehr general that he had decided to take over the Govern-
ment, but that he intended to leave the Ministry of Defence
with Schleicher. The National Socialists were to have the
chancellorship (with himself as Chancellor), the ministries
of the Interior, Justice, Agriculture, Air and Propaganda :
also the posts of Premier and Minister of the Interior for
Prussia were td be occupied by National Socialists. Papen
was to be dropped completely.
Surprisingly enough Schleicher, who at that time was
playing a very ambiguous part where Papen was concerned,
did not say no. He said he would submit Hitler's proposals
to the President.
Hitler was in a seventh heaven when he left Schleicher.
He withdrew to Haus Wachenfeld, his e Magic Mountain *.
But the very next day he was rudely shaken from his dreams
when Goering and Frick, with Funk, his economic adviser,
came to him in person with the news that Schleicher had
no idea of making him Chancellor, but merely wanted to
compromise him in Hindenburg's eyes. On the violent
impulse of the moment, so frequent with him, Hitler gave
the order for instant mobilisation of the S.A. A march
on Berlin was to be started, but as yet the capital was not to
be entered.
Meanwhile the S.A. had given full rein to its feelings.
After the election victory it had committed numberless
excesses, struck down or shot its political opponents in the
streets, plundered the business premises of party enemies
and made arbitrary arrests. When these excesses became
too gross Papen decided to take counter-measures. And so
on the gth August the Government issued an emergency
decree. By this decree the death penalty was imposed not
only for'political murders, .but also for other political crimes
which had previously been punished with imprisonment.
This surprising mobilisation of the S.A.  disconcerted